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SOUTH  WEST  SALOP  UNITED  DISTRICTS 


Oakley  Manor, 

Belle  Vue, 

Shrewsbury. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Councils  of  the  United  South  West 
Districts  of  Shropshire. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  report  on  the  health  of  your  districts  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1968,  in  my  capacity  as  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dr.  William  Hall  relinquished  his  appointment  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  United 
Districts  on  8th  September,  1968,  on  retiring  from  the  post  of  Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  Dr.  Hall  served  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  eleven  years,  and  received  many  tributes 
from  representatives  and  colleagues  on  his  retirement. 

There  were  no  boundary  changes  affecting  the  constituent  districts  during  the  year.  The  mid¬ 
year  population  of  the  two  districts  was  estimated  to  be  35,830.  Compared  with  1967,  there  was  an 
increase  of  190  in  the  population  of  Atcham  and  a  decreaes  of  60  in  Clun  and  Bishop’s  Castle, 
giving  a  net  increase  of  1 30  for  the  United  Districts. 

The  number  of  live  births  in  Atcham  was  395,  84  fewer  than  in  1967.  This  gave  a  corrected  live 
birth  rate  of  15.8. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  live  births  in  Clun  and  Bishop’s  Castle  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

In  both  areas  the  number  of  deaths  in  1968  was  higher  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  the 
standardised  death  rates  remained  below  the  national  and  county  death  rates. 

Notifications  if  infectious  diseases  were  fewer  than  in  1967,  101  compared  with  707.  This  was 
almost  entirely  due  to  a  much  reduced  incidence  of  Measles. 

In  the  Atcham  Rural  District,  the  slum  clearance  drive  continued,  and  eighty-three  houses 
were  demolished;  some  by  the  Council  in  default. 

The  Council  built  65  new  units  of  accommodation  during  the  year,  including  twenty  group 
bungalows  for  the  elderly  in  the  village  of  Pontesbury.  A  total  of  177  familes  were  re-housed,  an 
appreciable  increase  on  the  previous  year. 

The  year  has  also  been  a  very  active  one  in  the  field  of  new  housing  in  Clun  and  Bishop’s 
Castle,  there  being  four  contracts  in  progress  which  will  provide  13  houses,  12  flats  and  22  Old 
Persons’  Bungalows.  The  policy  of  improving  the  older  Council  houses  has  also  been  continued 
with  four  being  improved  at  Clunton  and  six  at  Clungunford. 

During  the  year,  the  West  Shropshire  Water  Board  (the  statutory  water  undertakers  in  the 
Atcham  Rural  District)  began  a  large  scheme  to  serve  hamlets  on  the  western  outer  fringe  of  the 
district.  Work  on  a  new  large-capacity  reservoir  was  also  started  to  serve  the  village  of  Bayston 
Hill.  The  district  in  general  is  now  well  served  by  mains  water  supplies,  except  in  the  southern 
parishes  where  there  is  an  undoubted  need,  and  in  those  fringe  areas  where  a  mains  supply  is  very 
costly. 
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Work  on  the  large  new  water  scheme  now  called  the  South  Clun  Comprehensive  Scheme  has 
not  started  but  there  seems  to  be  every  hope  that  work  will  begin  in  1969  on  this  much  needed 
supply  scheme. 

A  problem  which  is  still  with  us  to  an  increasing  degree  is  that  of  the  warfarin-resistant  rat. 
The  efforts  to  control  its  spread  and  to  deal  with  infestations  cost  more  money  each  year,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  new  poison  will  be  forthcoming  to  replace  warfarin. 

Approval  was  received,  for  the  Hanwood  section  only,  of  the  Hanwood/Hookagate  sewerage 
scheme  and  work  began  on  this  project  on  30th  December. 

The  Bomere  Heath  flood  relief  scheme  was  completed  during  the  year  and  has  proved 
successful. 

In  both  Districts,  however,  other  important  sewerage  schemes  have  been  delayed  by  the 
current  financial  situation,  and  increasing  concern  is  felt  about  the  growth  in  drainage  nuisances . 

I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  the  Districts,  and 
their  staffs,  for  their  assistance  in  compiling  this  report,  in  particular  for  their  reports  on  sanitary 
circumstances,  which  form  Section  C  of  the  Report. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 
P.  C.  MOORE. 
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SECTION  A 


England  and  Wales 

16.9 
14. 

18. 

12.3 

25. 

11.9 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Birth  Rate 
Stillbirth  Rate 
Infant  Mortality  Rate 
Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 
Death  Rate 


County  of  Salop 
17.84  (standardised) 
15.96 
17.98 
11.28 
25.56 

11.91  (standardised) 


SOUTH  WEST  SALOP  UNITED  DISTRICTS 


Atcham 

R.D. 

Clun  and 
Bishop’s  Castle 
R.D. 

Area  (in  acres  inclusive  of  water)  . 

139,512 

133,469 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April  1968) . 

£708,030 

£176,377 

Estimated  Product  of  Id.  Rate  (at  1st  April  1968) 

£2,875 

£664 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . 

8537 

3,557 

Estimated  Population  (Mid  1968) . 

25,840 

9,990 

Births 

Live  Births  :  Legitimate  . 

374 

135 

Illegitimate  . 

21 

12 

Total . 

395 

147 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  as  %  of  Total  Live  Births 

5.3 

8.2 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  population — 

Crude  . 

15.3 

14.7 

Standardised  . 

15.8 

17.1 

Still  Births  :  Legitimate  . 

4 

2 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

Total . 

4 

2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  total  births  . 

10 

13 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  . 

399 

149 

Infant  Deaths 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1  Year — 

Total . 

5 

7 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  . 

13 

47.6 

Legitimate  . 

5 

7 

Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  births 

13 

51.9 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  ... 

— 

— 

Deaths  Under  4  Weeks  . 

1 

6 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

2.5 

40.8 

Deaths  Under  1  Week  . 

1 

6 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 

births  . 

2.5 

40.8 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week 

and  stillbirths  per  1 ,000  live  and  stillbirths) 

12.5 

53.7 
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Atcham 

R.D. 

Clun  and 
Bishop’s  Castle 
R.D. 

Maternal  Mortality 

Deaths  (including  abortion)  . 

1 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  . 

2.5 

Deaths 

Total  Deaths  from  all  causes  . 

286 

133 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population — 

Crude  . 

11.1 

13.3 

Standardised  . 

11.2 

10.8 

South  West  Salop  United  Districts: 

Total  estimated  population  ... 

Total  area  in  acres  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Total  Rateable  Value 
Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 


35,830 

272,981 

12,094 

£884,407 

£3,539 


The  total  number  of  the  population  in  the  two  Districts  as  at  the  30th  June,  1968,  is  estimated 
by  the  Registrar-General  as  35,830.  This  figure  is  130  above  the  figure  given  for  1967. 

The  following  are  the  estimates  of  the  population  for  each  of  the  Districts  in  1968,  and  the 
figures  for  the  years  1966  and  1967  are  also  given  for  comparison  purposes. 


Increase 

Estimated  Population  or 


District: 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Decrease 

Atcham  R.D . 

...  24,950 

25,650 

25,840 

+  190 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.\ 

1,260 

f  10,050 

f9,990 

Clun  R.D.  / 

8,860 

—60 

35,070 

35,700 

35,830 

+  130 

f  Note:  These  figures  relate  to  the  combined  Districts  of  Clun  and  Bishops  Castle. 
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SECTION  B 

PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

These  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  authority  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946. 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

(a)  Child  Health  Centres 

Stone  House,  Bishop’s  Castle 
Public  Hall,  Pontesbury 
Memorial  Hall,  Bayston  Hill 
Village  Hall,  Condover  . . . 


2nd  and  4th  Fridays 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays 
Mondays 
2nd  Fridays 


(b)  Family  Planning  Clinics 

The  Shrewsbury  and  District  Branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association  operate  clinics  in 
the  County  Council’s  Health  Centre  at  Murivance,  Shrewsbury,  as  follows: — Mondays  1.30  p.m. 
— 3.30  p.m.  (Bank  Holidays  excepted)  1st,  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  Mondays  each  month,  6.30  p.m. — 
7.30  p.m.  (Bank  Holidays  excepted);  2nd  Wednesday  each  month,  2.30  p.m. — 3.30  p.m.  (For 
Oral  Contraceptive  and  Appointments).  1st,  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  Wednesdays  each  month,  11.00 
a.m. — 1.00  p.m.  (For  advice  on  Intra-Uterine  devices  by  appointment  only) 


( c )  Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  Illegitimate  Children 

Moral  Welfare  Workers  employed  by  the  Hereford  and  Lichfield  Diocesan  Associations 
(to  whom  the  County  Council  pay  annual  grants  of  £800  and  £900  respectively)  cover  the  District, 
being  based  as  follows: — 

Miss  M.  Barfoot,  87  Spring  Meadow,  Sutton  Hill,  Telford  (Dawley  6531). 

Miss  P.  Barnes,  Lyme  Cottage,  Eardisland,  Leominster  (Pembridge  274). 

Mrs.  C.  V.  Jones,  25  Talbot  Chambers,  Market  Street,  Shrewsbury  (Shrewsbury  4900). 


The  County  Council  also  gives  substantial  grants  to  two  Mother  and  Baby  Homes  affiliated 
to  the  Lichfield  Diocese,  but  within  the  County,  to  which  cases  from  any  County  District  may 
be  admitted. 


( d )  Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 

There  are  fourteen  distribution  points  in  the  area  from  which  supplies  of  National  Welfare 
Foods  (National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  A  and  D  tablets)  can 
be  obtained.  These  points  have  been  set  up  at  a  variety  of  places,  including  Child  Health  Centres, 
Post  Offices,  local  shops  and  private  houses. 

There  are  nine  such  points  in  the  Atcham  Rural  District,  and  five  in  the  Clun  and  Bishop’s 
Castle  Rural  District. 
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Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 

The  County  Council  employs  a  total  of  15  midwives  in  the  District.  Throughout  the  whole 
area  they  undertake  district  nursing  as  well  as  midwifery  duties.  In  addition,  two  full-time 
District  Nurses  are  employed. 


Health  Visiting 

Five  full-time  and  one  part-time  Health  Visitors  are  employed  by  the  County  Council  in  the 
combined  Districts  in  addition  to  five  District  Nurse-Midwives  who  are  qualified  Health  Visitors 
and  undertake  this  work  as  part  of  their  duties. 


Ambulance  Service 

The  Central  Ambulance  Depot  is  at  Abbey  Foregate,  Shrewsbury,  and  the  telephone  number 
is  Shrewsbury  6331.  A  new  full-time  Ambulance  Depot  was  opened  at  Craven  Arms  on  25th 
December,  1965,  replacing  the  former  Sub-Depots  at  Ludlow  and  Bishop’s  Castle.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  1968  there  were  18  ambulances  at  Shrewsbury,  and  5  dual  purpose  vehicles.  5  ambulances 
and  2  dual  purpose  vehicles  were  based  at  Craven  Arms. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Protection  is  offered,  in  particular  to  pre-school  children,  school  children,  and  in  special 
circumstances  to  others,  against  Smallpox,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  Tetanus,  Poliomyelitis 
and  measles  and  to  children  of  thirteen-years  and  over  against  Tuberculosis. 

The  immunisation  procedure  is  carried  out  in  many  cases  by  General  Medical  Practitioners, 
and  by  School  Medical  Officers  in  Clinics  and  Schools. 

Travellers  to  countries  where  Yellow  Fever  is  endemic  are  given  protection  but  a  fee  of  25s. 
is  charged  for  this  service.  Vaccination  sessions,  for  which  patients  are  given  appointments,  are 
held  at  the  Shirehall,  Abbey  Foregate,  Shrewsbury  on  the  first  and  third  Mondays  in  the  month 
at  3  p.m. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care 

(a)  All  home  nurses  and  midwives  hold  a  small  supply  of  minor  articles  of  nursing  equipment 
such  as  hot  water  bottles,  air  rings,  bed  pans  and  feeding  cups  for  loan  to  patients  being  nursed 
at  home. 

(i b )  The  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  falls  to  Regional  Hospital  Boards  to  provide  in  the  way 
of  Sanatoria  and  Chest  Clinics,  but  the  preventive  and  after-care  side  of  the  work  is  shared  between 
the  Hospital  Boards  and  Local  Health  Authorities.  The  County  Council  for  their  share  provide 
open-air  Shelters  where  required.  They  also  join  with  Regional  Boards  in  making  from  time  to 
time  local  arrangements  for  Chest  Radiology  Surveys,  and  through  their  Health  Visitors  under¬ 
take  a  considerable  amount  of  follow-up  work  with  patients.  Extra  nourishment  may  be  provided 
in  necessitous  cases. 

(c)  Arrangements  are  made  under  this  section  for  the  convalescence  of  persons  not  requiring 
special  medical  or  nursing  care. 

(d)  Through  their  Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  Health  Visitors,  the  County  Council  are 
responsible  for  the  supervision  in  their  own  homes  of  mentally  handicapped  persons  and  also 
for  helping  general  medical  practitioners  to  secure  hospital  treatment  for  those  persons  who 
become  mentally  unbalanced. 
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Domestic  Help 

This  area  is  for  the  most  part  served  from  three  Home  Help  Offices.  The  Shrewsbury  Office, 
which  is  open  from  Monday  to  Friday,  deals  with  the  majority  of  the  cases  in  the  Atcham  Rural 
District.  There  is  an  office  in  Church  Stretton,  open  on  Monday  mornings  and  Thursday  after¬ 
noons,  whilst  the  cases  in  the  Clun  and  Bishop’s  Castle  Rural  District  are  served  from  the  Ludlow 
Home  Help  Office,  which  is  open  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons.  A  few  cases 
on  the  eastern  borders  of  the  Atcham  Rural  District  may  fall  to  be  dealt  with  by  either  the 
Wellington  or  the  Bridgnorth  Home  Help  Offices. 


The  table  below  gives  particulars  of  the  cases  provided  with  help  from  the  offices  named 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1968. — 


Home  Help  Office 

rype  of  Case 

Totals 

Aged  and 
Chronic  Sick 

Maternity 

Temporary 

Illness 

Tuberculosis 

Other 

Shrewsbury 

501 

39 

23 

— 

2 

565 

Church  Stretton 

30 

1 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Ludlow 

120 

2 

1 

— 

— 

123 

Totals 

651 

42 

24 

— 

2 

719 

The  majority  of  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Shrewsbury  office  were  resident  in  the  Borough. 


Hospital  Service 

Complementary  to  the  Health  Services  provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  provisions 
of  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  are  provided 
by  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  under  the  provisions  of  Part  II  of  the  Act. 

The  United  Districts  are  reasonably  well  supplied  with  hospitals  under  the  Nos.  15  and  16 
Hospital  Management  Committees,  and  by  Consultants  based  on  the  principal  hospitals  but  who 
hold  Specialist  Clinics  at  many  of  the  smaller  hospitals  in  the  area. 

For  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  Chest  Clinics  are  held  at  Copthome  Hos¬ 
pital,  Shrewsbury,  and  at  Wellington,  whilst  for  patients  from  the  south  of  the  Districts,  a  Chest 
Clinic  is  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  each  month  at  1 1  a.m.  at  the  Child  Health  Centre,  Clifton- 
ville,  Dinham,  Ludlow.  Although  this  clinic  is  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  it  is, 
for  convenience,  held  at  the  County  Council’s  Centre. 

Chest  Radiology  Surveys  are  undertaken  from  time  to  time  by  the  Wolverhampton 
Radiology  Unit,  but  no  such  public  surveys  were  undertaken  within  the  area  of  the  United 
Districts  during  the  current  year. 
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Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 


This  Clinic  is  held  at  1  Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  and  is  provided  by  the  Shrewsbury  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee  as  part  of  the  hospital  and  specialist  services.  The  Medical 
Officers  in  charge  are  Dr.  J.  P.  G.  Rogerson  and  Dr.  E.  M.  McCarter.  The  Clinic  also  serves 
the  neighbouring  Counties  of  Montgomeryshire  and  Radnorshire. 

The  times  of  sessions  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  are  now  as  follows : — 


Males:  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  ... 
Females:  Mondays . 


6-8  p.m. 
...  3.30-5.30  p.m. 
5-7  p.m. 


Thursdays 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary  is  extensively  used  for  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  water,  milk  and  ice  cream. 

Chemical  analyses  of  water  samples  and  sewage  effluents  are  made  by  the  Public  Analyst 
at  Chester. 

Good  laboratory  facilities  are  very  necessary  to  the  work  of  the  Health  Department,  and  I 
should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Dr.  A.  C.  Jones,  of  the  Shrewsbury  Laboratory,  and  his  staff 
for  their  assistance,  in  particular  perhaps  for  their  invaluable  advice  when  some  bacteriological 
or  epidemiological  problem  arises. 


SECTION  C 

ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

There  was  no  radical  change  in  the  collection  or  disposal  service  during  the  year. 

A  total  of  fifteen  permanent  men  were  employed  on  the  collection  service,  with  the  addition 
of  a  temporary  standby  employee  because  of  holidays  and  sickness  (219  days  were  lost  during  the 
year  due  to  sickness). 

The  collection  vehicles,  all  modern  rear  compression  loaders  consisted  of  four  Dennis  Paxit 
18/24  cu.  yd.  freighters.  These  vehicles  are  purpose-made,  and  have  proved  very  satisfactory 
subject  to  constant  maintenance  by  the  Council’s  Fitter.  The  first  vehicle  of  this  design  was  pur¬ 
chased  in  1961,  and  still  has  a  certain  amount  of  useful  life  yet.  The  new  tyre  regulations,  intro¬ 
duced  by  the  Ministry  of  Transport  during  the  year,  imposed  additional  responsibilities,  especially 
since  the  refuse  vehicles  are  prone  to  damage  on  the  tip.  Tyre  replacement  and  the  two  increases 
in  fuel  tax  introduced  during  the  year  (nearly  9d  per  gallon  in  total)  resulted  in  an  appreciable 
excess  of  expenditure  over  that  estimated. 

Over  five  and  a  half  thousand  tons  of  refuse  were  collected  and  a  mileage  of  47,416  miles  were 
covered  by  the  four  vehicles  during  the  year — a  reduction  over  the  previous  year  of  1 ,400  miles 
due  to  the  operation  for  a  complete  year  of  the  larger  capacity  vehicles. 

The  dustbin  hiring  scheme,  inaugurated  in  1955  continued  successfully  and  a  total  of  539  bins 
were  issued  during  1968,  a  slight  increase  on  the  previous  year.  Well  over  four  thousand  bins  have 
been  issued  since  the  scheme  commenced. 

The  Corporation  of  Shrewsbury  have  continued  to  use  the  Boars  Den  tip  by  agreement  with 
the  Council,  and  the  arrangement  has  worked  satisfactorily,  with  mutually  beneficial  results  to 
both  Authorities.  Tipping  by  private  Contractors  continued  during  the  year,  and  the  income 
from  the  issue  of  tipping  permits  amounted  to  approximately  £700.  The  Council’s  bulldozer  was 
extensively  overhauled  early  in  the  year. 

The  new  Civic  Amenities  Act  which  came  into  force  during  the  year  imposed  a  duty  on 
Local  Authorities  to  provide  a  place  where  rubbish  can  be  deposited,  and  a  certain  amount  of 
expense  has  been  incurred  in  adapting  the  entrance  of  the  tip  for  this  purpose.  Initially,  an  old 
refuse  vehicle  was  used,  but  the  quantities  of  rubbish  deposited  quickly  increased  as  ratepayers 
became  aware  of  the  amenity,  and  a  more  flexible  arrangement  has  had  to  be  made,  using  de¬ 
mountable  waste  containers. 

Following  approaches  to  the  Council  by  local  Parish  Councils,  several  unsightly  rubbish 
dumps  have  been  cleared  (in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act),  notably  in 
the  Pontesbury  Hill  and  Nescliffe  areas:  It  is  clear  that  if  local  authorities  generally  carry  out 
their  duties  under  this  Act,  the  countryside  can  be  freed  from  the  spectacle  of  indiscriminate 
dumping. 

Rodent  Control 

Although  the  Council’s  rodent  control  scheme  continued  to  operate  during  the  year,  the 
spread  of  warfarin-resistant  rats  in  the  western  part  of  the  district  increased,  and  posed  consider¬ 
able  problems.  Two  variations  of  anti-coagulant  poisons  were  used  as  a  substitute  for  warfarin, 
and  a  certain  amount  of  success  has  been  obtained  with  one  of  these  substitutes. 

In  addition,  the  foot-and-mouth  epidemic  which  raged  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  meant 
that  Mr.  Aston,  the  Council’s  Operator,  was  unwelcome  on  farms  for  several  months.  The 
unfortunate  result  of  this  was  that  the  rat  population  increased  noticeably  during  the  year,  and 
the  demand  for  the  service  was  impossible  to  meet.  The  restriction  on  expenditure  requested  by 
Central  Government  meant  that,  once  again,  the  appointment  of  a  second  operator  has  had  to 
be  postponed,  and  the  service  has  been  restricted  to  meeting  the  commitments  of  existing  contracts. 


12 


Most  of  the  work  was  undertaken  on  a  contract  basis,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council 
held  80  contracts  on  various  properties;  this  was  a  slight  reduction  on  the  previous  year,  due 
mainly  to  the  reluctance  of  farmers  to  renew  contracts  following  the  foot-and-mouth  epidemic. 
Summary  of  premises  treated  during  the  year: — 

Private  houses  .  246 

Agricultural  properties  .  61 

Business  properties .  50 

Council  sewerage  schemes,  sewage  works,  tips  lay-bys  etc  23 


Slum  Clearance 

As  the  housing  survey  programme  had  been  completed  in  1967,  the  first  phase  of  the  slum- 
clearance  drive  came  to  an  end  early  in  1968,  and  the  year  has  been  spent  in  consolidating  earlier 
action. 

A  total  of  83  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year,  including  16  demolished  by  the  Council 
in  default  of  the  owners.  This  latter  action  is  the  first  occasion  that  the  Council  has  exercised  its 
powers  under  the  Housing  Act  in  this  connection,  and  the  operation  was  not  without  problems. 
It  is  hoped  that  owners  of  condemned  houses  will  take  note  of  the  Council’s  intention  to  clear 
the  countryside  of  unsightly  slums. 

The  Council  also  considered  (following  the  service  of  ‘time  and  place’  notices)  a  total  of  12 
unfit  houses,  and  made  6  demolition  orders,  5  closing  orders,  and  accepted  the  owner’s  proposals 
in  respect  of  the  remaining  cottage.  In  addition,  88  houses  were  made  fit  by  the  owners,  including 
19  on  which  the  Council  has  previously  made  demolition  or  closing  orders. 

During  the  year  also,  three  houses  were  re-occupied  contrary  to  the  terms  of  orders  made  by 
the  Council,  and  two  cases  were  brought  to  the  magistrates  courts  in  this  connection. 

Forty-three  families  were  re-housed  from  condemned  cottages  during  the  year — a  notable 
increase  on  the  previous  year,  but  I  must  point  out  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  still  190 
occupied,  condemned  cottages. 

Water  Supplies  and  Sampling 

The  number  of  visits  made  by  Inspectors  during  the  year  in  connection  with  water  supplies 
was  374  and  a  total  of  138  samples  were  obtained  for  bateriological  or  chemical  examination.  A 
large  proportion  of  these  samples  were  obtained  in  connection  with  the  improvement  of  houses. 
In  addition,  a  further  77  samples  were  obtained  at  frequent  intervals  from  the  new  swimming  bath 
which  had  been  opened  at  Pontesbury  School  in  1967. 

During  the  year,  the  West  Shropshire  Water  Board  commenced  work  on  their  Alberbury 
High  Level  Scheme,  incorporating  a  210,000  gallon  reservoir  at  Vennington  with  booster  stations 
to  serve  the  hamlets  of  Vron  Gate,  Blackmoor  and  Builthy.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  this  scheme 
was  nearing  completion.  The  Board  also  commenced  the  construction  of  a  new  500,000  gallon 
reservoir  at  Lyth  Hill  during  the  year;  this  is  required  to  meet  the  increasing  demand  for  water 
in  the  village  of  Bayston  Hill,  where  speculative  builders  have  been  very  active  in  recent  years. 

On  a  smaller  scale,  it  was  necessary  to  provide  a  new  supply  to  replace  the  existing  polluted 
well  supply  in  the  hamlet  of  Upper  Longwood;  the  local  Estate  Owner  kindly  co-operated  in 
making  available  his  private  main  supply  from  which  a  stand-pipe  was  taken  to  a  central  point 
in  the  hamlet.  A  similar  problem  arose  in  the  village  of  Upton  Magana  where  the  old  estate  supply 
serving  the  village  became  badly  contaminated;  fortunately  the  Board’s  mains  are  now  available 
in  the  village,  and  occupiers  were  warned  of  the  danger  in  the  old  supply. 

It  was  necessary  during  the  year  to  implement  the  Council’s  powers  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  and  Water  Act  in  providing  a  piped  supply  into  a  cottage  at  Ryton,  following  the  owner’s 
failure  to  comply  with  a  notice  to  do  so. 
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Food  Premises 

General  stores  . 

Tobacconist  &  Confectioners  . 

Public  Houses  and  Hotels . 

Butchers  Shops  . 

Bakehouses . 

Creameries  . 

Food  Canning  Factory  . 

Chemists  shops  . 

Cafes  . 

Premises  registered  under  section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955: 

Fish  Frying  premises  . 

Ice-cream  retailers . 

Inspections  of  all  cafes  and  restaurants  in  the  district  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  and 
conditions  in  general  were  found  to  be  good.  The  conditions  in  village  shops  continues  to  im¬ 
prove,  except  in  those  smaller  villages  and  hamlets  where  the  limited  amount  of  trade  does  not 
permit  ambitious  improvements.  Following  action  by  your  Inspectors,  one  village  shopkeeper 
has  closed  down  his  business  at  the  end  of  the  year  because  of  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
the  premises. 

The  retailers  of  ice-cream  sell  almost  exclusively  the  pre-packed  products  of  the  large  national 
manufacturers  who  have  the  laboratory  facilities  and  staff  to  ensure  that  their  products  are  of  a 
high  standard  of  purity.  The  samples  of  this  type  of  ice-cream  taken  during  the  year  were  all 
found  to  be  of  a  satisfactory  standard.  The  same  confidence  cannot  be  enjoyed  in  connection  with 
soft  ice-cream  retailed  from  vehicles,  and  although  no  samples  of  this  category  were  found  to  be 
excessively  poor,  the  possibility  of  adulteration  of  the  ice-cream  mix  exists.  Constant  supervision 
of  these  mobiles  is  necessary. 

Petroleum  Storage 

During  the  year,  the  Council  received  six  applications  for  new  licences  to  store  petroleum 
spirit:  in  addition,  there  were  four  applications  from  existing  licencees  wishing  to  increase  their 
storage  capacity.  This  reflects  the  pressure  brought  on  retailers  by  the  oil  companies  to  raise  the 
minimum  storage  capacity  so  that  delivery  tankers  can  be  used  more  economically,  and  the 
opportunity  has  been  taken  on  several  occasions  during  the  year  to  bring  filling  stations  up  to 
the  current  Home  Office  standards  whilst  additional  tanks  have  been  installed. 

Three  licencees  ceased  storage,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  147  licenced  installations, 
of  which  40  were  held  by  petrol  retailers  and  one  by  a  major  oil  company  (bulk  depot). 

Infectious  Diseases 

There  was  no  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  of  particular  significance  and  in  fact  the  total 
diseases  notified  shows  a  large  reduction  on  the  previous  year. 

Several  cases  of  alimentary  infections  (mainly  salmonella  food  poisoning)  were  reported  by 
holiday-makers  who  had  visited  Southern  European  and  North  African  countries. 

Nuisances. 

The  number  of  nuisance  complaints  continues  to  increase  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  the  most 
common  of  which  is  the  change  in  farming  techniques.  Factory  farming  is  growing  in  popularity, 
but  the  attendant  problem  of  smell  (both  from  the  intensive  units  and  from  the  manure  disposal) 
is  difficult  to  resolve.  A  particularly  offensive  odour  is  produced  by  the  addition  of  water  to 
poultry  manure  to  enable  it  to  be  sprayed  onto  agricultural  land,  and  in  one  instance  the  Council 
resorted  to  a  statutory  notice  to  secure  the  abatement  of  such  a  nuisance. 


77 

12 

62 

12 

4 

3 

1 

2 

10 

1 

75 
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Flooding. 

A  number  of  families  were  distressed  in  January  1968  when  the  River  Severn  overflowed,  and 
flooded  several  cottages  at  Montford  Bridge  and  Uffington.  A  similar  situation  arose  in  July  and 
August  when  unusually  heavy  rainfall  produced  a  quick  run-off  and  caused  flooding  in  several 
villages,  notably  Hanwood,  Pontesford  and  Pontesbury. 

National  Assistance  Act. 

On  one  occasion  during  the  year,  the  Department’s  attention  was  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory 
conditions  under  which  an  old  lady  was  living  in  a  condemned  cottage  at  Sundorne. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  I  visited  the  old  lady  who  declined  to  go  into  hospital, 
but  a  Magistrate’s  order  was  obtained  and  she  was  quickly  taken  into  care. 

Public  Health  Inspectors’  Visits  and  Inspections. 


Housing  management  and  applications 

...  1166 

Nuisances  . 

74 

Housing  Acts  . 

...  199 

Water  Supplies  . 

...  374 

Drainage  . 

...  449 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal 

...  349 

Transport  maintenance  . 

...  113 

Caravans  . 

...  155 

Pests  Act  . 

89 

Infectious  diseases  . 

59 

Food  poisoning  . 

14 

Food  premises  . 

...  148 

Ice-cream  sale  . 

17 

Unsound  food  . 

13 

Clean  Air  Act  . 

3 

Petroleum  Regulations  . 

85 

Welfare  . 

2 

Infested  premises  . 

27 

Civic  Amenities  Act  . 

93 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act 

49 

Factories  Act  . 

4 

Means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire 

4 

Milk  regulations  . 

4 

Keeping  of  animals  . 

18 

Scrap  metal  dealers  . 

3 

Animal  Boarding  establishments  Act 

5 

Miscellaneous  . 

Total 

...  133 

...  3599 

Housing  Management. 

The  total  of  permanent  Council  houses,  bungalows  and  flats  had  risen  at  the  end  of  the  year 
to  1,425. 

The  maintenance  of  these  houses  necessitated  the  employment,  through  Contractors,  of  at 
least  five  men  full-time,  and  several  others  part-time.  A  total  of  1,892  repair  instructions  were 
issued  during  the  year  to  all  trades,  and  all  urgent  and  pressing  work  was  carried  out.  The  alloca¬ 
tion  to  the  housing  repair  fund  was  increased  by  £1  per  house  for  the  current  financial  year,  and 
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there  is  no  doubt  that  costs  have  risen  sharply  in  recent  months.  Moreover,  the  Council’s  stock 
of  houses  is  increasing  in  age,  and  some  of  the  post-war  houses  now  require  considerable  expendi¬ 
ture  to  maintain  their  state  of  repair.  For  example,  the  twelve  Swedish  timber  houses  at  Condover 
built  in  1946  require  re-roofing,  as  the  cedar  shingles  have  rotted  badly. 

For  the  third  successive  year  there  was  no  frost  damage  recorded,  but  during  a  severe  storm 
in  January  1968,  nearly  £500  of  damage  was  caused,  mainly  to  roofs.  Fortunately  the  majority 
of  this  was  recoverable  under  the  Council’s  insurance  policies. 

Condensation  is  a  problem  which  has  come  into  sharp  focus  in  the  Council’s  two-bedroomed 
flats  and  it  appears  that  the  trouble  occurs  always  in  a  small  bedroom  in  the  ground  floor  flat  be¬ 
cause  of  its  remoteness  from  the  sources  of  heat  in  the  flat.  Experiments  have  been  carried  out 
with  the  insulation  of  cavity  brickwork,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  provide  a  solution  (albeit  rather 
expensive)  to  the  problem. 

The  Council’s  forth  group  bungalow  scheme  was  completed  at  Pontesbury  during  the  year, 
and  twenty  tenants  moved  in  in  August  1968.  The  operation  of  these  schemes  now  seems  to  have 
settled  into  an  organised  pattern,  and  there  is  always  a  large  waiting  list  for  these  bungalows. 

The  Council  can  congratulate  itself  on  the  calibre  of  the  Wardens  appointed  to  these  schemes. 
These  ladies  work  extremely  hard  (often  in  excess  of  their  terms  of  appointment)  to  make  life 
pleasant  for  the  tenants  of  the  bungalows. 

The  Postmaster  provided  an  unexpected  bonus  during  the  year,  when  he  exempted  the  tenants 
of  local  authorities’  group  schemes  from  the  payment  of  television  receiving  licence  fees. 

The  year  also  saw  the  building  at  Hanwood  of  the  first  two-bedroomed  flats  equipped  with 
Electricaire  central  heating.  The  first  block  of  these  flats  was  occupied  just  before  Christmas,  and 
first  reactions  from  tenants  are  very  favourable.  A  further  project  of  similar  flats  was  started  at 
Minsterley  just  before  the  end  of  the  year.  The  building  of  twenty-eight  two-bedroomed  flats  at 
Pontesbury  commenced  earlier  in  the  year  and  the  first  of  these  are  expected  to  be  ready  for 
occupation  early  in  the  new  year. 


Re-Housing 

During  the  year  a  total  of  177  families  were  re-housed  (more  than  twice  as  many  as  in  1967) 
and  these  were  made  up  as  follows: — 

Overcrowded  families  .  2 

Families  from  sub-standard  houses  .  43 

From  waiting  list  .  84 

Re-arranged  tenancies  .  48 

Total:  ...  177 


A  review  of  the  waiting  list  was  carried  out  in  November  when  109  out  of  490  applicants 
written  to  failed  to  reply.  The  demand  for  homes  remains  fairly  constant,  but  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  flats  now  under  construction  at  Hanwood,  Pontesbury  and  Minsterley  will  meet  the  demand 
on  the  western  side  of  the  district.  It  is  unfortunate  that  (mainly  because  of  sewerage  problems) 
there  is  unlikely  to  be  any  new  housing  provided  in  the  Eastern  half  of  the  district  in  the  immediate 
future,  and  those  applicants  who  have  expressed  a  wish  to  be  re-housed  in  those  areas  will  have  a 
longer  wait. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  only  four  occupied  hutments  on  the  Airfields  (one  at  Grafton 
and  three  at  Atcham).  The  lease  on  the  Atcham  sites  expires  shortly,  and  accommodation  will 
have  to  be  found  during  the  year  for  these  three  tenants. 


16 


Housing  Statistics 


No.  of  habitable  dwellings  in  district  . 

No.  of  permanent  Council  houses  (including  flats  and 

bungalows)  . 

No.  of  houses  completed  in  1968; 

Council  houses . 

Private  houses  . 

No.  of  houses  under  construction  at  31.12.68: 

Council  houses . 

Private  houses  . 

No.  houses  demolished  during  the  year . 

No.  of  unfit  houses  closed . 

No.  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  . 

Total  No.  of  applications  on  the  Council  waiting  list  at 
31.12.68 . 


8537 

1425 

65 

144 

60 

222 

83 

9 

88 

382 


Staff 

The  only  staff  change  which  occurred  during  the  year  was  that  of  Miss  J.  Hilditch,  the  junior 
clerk  in  the  department,  left  to  take  another  post  during  the  summer,  and  Miss  S.  Williams  was 
engaged  in  her  stead. 


DENIS  CORFIELD 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Housing  Inspector 
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CLUN  AND  BISHOP’S  CASTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Water  Supplies 

The  West  Shropshire  Water  Board  have  not  made  a  start  on  the  large  comprehensive  scheme 
which  is  to  take  water  from  Bishop’s  Castle  to  Lydham,  More,  Norbury,  Wentnor,  Lydbury 
North,  Edgton,  Hopesay,  Purslow,  Twitchen,  Clunton,  Clun,  Hopton  Heath  and  Hopton  Castle. 
We  are  now  told  that  a  start  can  confidently  be  expected  in  1969.  Many  of  the  people  who  are 
without  a  satisfactory  supply  are  naturally  becoming  very  disgruntled  with  this  delay  in  providing 
the  water. 

The  summer  was  a  wet  one  and  no  severe  shortages  of  water  were  experienced. 

A  total  of  39  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  testing  and  were  reported  on 
as  follows: — 


Public  Supplies 

Satisfactory  1 

Unsatisfactory 

Nil 

Private  Mains 

Satisfactory  4 

Unsatisfactory 

4 

Wells  and  Springs 

Satisfactory  9 

Unsatisfactory 

21 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

This  service  operated  throughout  the  year  without  undue  difficulties,  all  areas  now  get  a 
fortnightly  collection  with  the  exceptions  of  Clun  and  Bishop’s  Castle  where  the  service  is  weekly. 

There  are  only  two  vehicles  and  four  men  employed  on  this  work  and  the  general  labourer 
has  had  to  act  as  relief  in  times  of  holiday  and  sickness,  in  fact  this  has  meant  that  he  has  been 
employed  on  refuse  collection  for  about  twenty-five  weeks  of  the  year. 

Any  further  improvement  in  this  service  would  be  expensive  as  it  would  necessitate  a  further 
vehicle  and  two  more  men. 

The  tip  at  Lea  Bank  which  was  very  convenient  to  Bishop’s  Castle  has  now  been  filled,  levelled 
off  and  closed.  Refuse  from  the  central  parts  of  the  district  now  has  to  be  hauled  some  five  miles 
further  to  King  Grove,  Clunton,  this  has  caused  some  unavoidable  overtime  on  two  or  three  days 
per  week. 

Ludlow  Rural  District  Council  have  been  planning  to  construct  a  refuse  incinerator  at  Craven 
Arms  and  we  have  provisionally  asked  for  particulars  of  what  our  contribution  to  the  costs  would 
be  if  we  were  to  use  the  incinerator  to  dispose  of  refuse  from  approximately  6,000  people. 

Sewerage  Schemes 

Existing  plants  are  all  working  reasonably  well  and  nineteen  reports  have  been  satisfactory 
against  twelve  unsatisfactory. 

Local  Investigations  by  an  Inspector  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
were  held  in  respect  of  the  two  schemes  proposed  for  Bucknell  and  Bedstone  and  for  Kinsley 
Road,  Knighton.  In  neither  case  was  there  considered  to  be  a  sufficient  need  on  Public  Health 
Grounds  for  the  work  to  be  allowed  to  proceed.  The  Council  is  doing  all  in  its  power  to  have  this 
decision  reversed. 

Other  proposed  schemes  at  Worthen,  Chirbury  and  Newcastle  are  approaching  the  stage  at 
which  an  inquiry  can  be  requested. 
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Public  Health  Inspector’s  Visits 


Housing  Inspections  and  Maintenance 

...  347 

Housing  Applications  . 

75 

Nuisances  . 

36 

Water  Supplies  and  Samples  . 

68 

Drainage  Inspections  . 

...  124 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

...  173 

Moveable  Dwellings  . 

56 

Rodent  Control . 

71 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises 

66 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections  . 

...  194 

Factories  and  Food  Premises  . 

68 

Other  Miscellaneous  Visits  . 

46 

Improvement  Grants 

The  number  of  applications  for  discretionary  grants  fell,  particularly  towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  this  is  probably  due  to  advance  information  about  impending  legislation  increasing  the 
maximum  amount  of  grant  from  £400  to  £1 ,000. 

During  the  year  1 1  discretionary  grants  were  approved  and  the  average  grant  was  £400,  30 
standard  grants  were  approved  at  an  average  grant  of  £220. 

Rodent  Control 

The  warfarin  resistant  rat  is  still  with  us  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
are  continuing  to  treat  a  band  of  land  some  three  miles  wide  around  the  area  concerned  in  an 
effort  to  prevent  the  outward  spread  of  the  resistant  type. 

This  band  cuts  across  the  southern  half  of  this  district  and  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator 
has  to  treat  properties  on  either  side  of  it.  North  of  the  band  only  acute  poisons  are  to  be  used. 
The  advent  of  a  new  anti-coagulant  poison  known  as  Racumin  57  may  be  of  considerable  help 
since  it  is  claimed  to  be  effective  against  the  warfarin  resistant  rat,  time  will  tell  if  this  is  really  so. 
The  poison  is  easier  to  use  than  acute  poisons  and  should  save  some  of  the  operative’s  time  per 
treatment. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Supplies 

There  are  three  private  slaughterhouses  operating  in  the  district  and  all  carcases  slaughtered 
throughout  the  year  have  been  inspected.  Particulars  are  as  follows : — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

261 

Nil 

Nil 

1717 

337 

Number  inspected 

261 

Nil 

Nil 

1717 

337 

Number  of  whole 
carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  Organ 
was  condemned 

37 

Nil 

Nil 

181 

23 
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This  Council  is  not  a  Food  &  Drug  Authority  and  sampling  under  that  act  is  carried  out  by 
the  Salop  County  Council  who  have  kindly  provided  the  following  details: — 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Milk 


Pasteurised  .  10 

Channel  Islands  Pasteurised .  6 

Untreated  Channel  Islands  Farm  Bottled  ...  1 

Untreated  Farm  Bottled  .  9 

Sterilised  .  1 

Bulk  Milk  Ex.  Farm .  9 


36 


Other  Foods  and  Drugs 


Milk  Flavouring  .  1 

Tomato  Ketchup  .  1 

“Actron”  Tablets  .  1 

Malt  Extract  B.P.C .  2 

Diabetic  Lemon  Cheese  .  1 

Stewed  Steak  with  Gravy  .  1 

Vitamin  and  Mineral  Capsules  ...  2 


All  the  above  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


Premises  in  this  district  which  are  subject  to 
are  as  follows: — 


“Panadol”  Tablets  .  1 

Lemon  Drink  .  1 

Medium  Sherry .  1 

Tonic  Yeast  Tablets  .  1 

White  Bread  .  1 

Salmon  (tinned) .  1 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  .  1 
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the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960 


Category 

No.  of  Premises 

No.  of  Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
Regulation  16 

No.  of  Premises 
to  which 
Regulation  19 
applies 

No.  of  Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
Regulation  19 

Cafes  and  Hotels 

29 

29 

29 

29 

Licensed  Premises 

36 

36 

36 

36 

Grocers’  Shops 

38 

38 

38 

38 

Greengrocers’  Shops 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Butchers’  Shops 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Bakehouses 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Sweet  Confectionery 

18 

14 

14 

14 

Fishmongers’  Shops 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Total 

138 

134 

134 

134 
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H.  BRAMWELL 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


SECTION  D 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Atcham 

R.D. 

Clun  and 
Bishops  Castle 
R.D. 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

11 

1 

12 

Measles  . 

45 

2 

47 

Whooping  Cough  . 

16 

— 

16 

Pneumonia  . 

Poliomyelitis : 

4 

2 

6 

Paralytic  . 

— 

— 

— 

Non-paralytic  . 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

4 

— 

4 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection  . 

3 

— 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

Tuberculosis: 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  . 

1 

— 

1 

Non-pulmonary . 

3 

— 

3 

Typhoid  . 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis . 

6 

— 

6 

Totals  . 

95 

6 

101 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year  was  101 — 606  less 
than  the  number  notified  in  the  previous  year. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis  were  notified  in  either  of  the  Districts.  Children  can  be 
immunised  against  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis,  either  by  the  family  doctors  or  at  the  Schools 
or  Infant  Welfare  Centres  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  County  Health  Department.  The  last 
cases  of  diphtheria  notified  in  any  of  the  Districts  were  in  the  year  1949. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  were  the  numbers  of  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  Registers  for  each 
of  the  Districts  as  at  the  31st  December,  1968  : — 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

District 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D.  . 

32 

35 

8 

9 

40 

44 

Clun  and  Bishop  s  Castle  R.D. 

8 

9 

3 

3 

11 

12 

Total  . 

40 

44 

11 

12 

51 

56 
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New  Cases  Notified 

The  following  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

District 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D.  . 

1 

—  3 

1 

3 

Clun  and  Bishop’s  Castle  R.D. 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

1 

— 

-  ^  3 

1 

3 

Deaths 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  districts  during  the  year. 


CANCER 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  cancer,  including  leukaemia,  in  the  United  Districts  was  78. 
This  gives  a  death  rate  of  2.18  per  1,000  of  the  population.  In  the  previous  year  the  number  of 
deaths  was  67. 

Of  the  total  deaths  from  this  disease,  22  were  in  the  lungs  or  bronchus  (17  male  and  5  female). 
The  percentage  of  the  cases  in  the  lungs  or  bronchus  was  28.21  per  cent  of  cancer  deaths  (in 
1967  it  was  23.88  per  cent). 

The  following  are  the  figures  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  cancer  (including 
leukaemia)  and  the  death  rates  in  each  of  the  Districts: — 


Death  Rates 

Deaths 

per  1 ,000  of 

District 

M. 

F. 

the  population 

Atcham  R.D . 

35 

23 

2.24 

Clun  &  Bishop's  Castle  R.D. 

8 

12 

3.50 

South  West  Salop 

43 

35 

2.18 

In  the  County  of  Salop  as  a  whole,  deaths  from  cancer,  including  leukaemia  numbered  727 — 
a  rate  of  2.22  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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APPENDIX  I 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Causes  of  Death 

Atcham 

R.D. 

Clun  and 
Bishop’s 
Castle  R.D. 

Total 

B4 

Enteritis  and  other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

1 

1 

B18 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

B 1 9(1 ) 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach 

6 

2 

8 

B19(2) 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus 

15 

7 

22 

B 1 9(3) 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast 

4 

3 

7 

B 1 9(4) 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Uterus 

3 

3 

B19(5) 

Leukaemia 

1 

1 

B 1 9(6) 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms,  etc. 

29 

8 

37 

B21 

Diabetes  Mellitus  . 

1 

1 

2 

B46(l) 

Other  Endocrine  etc.,  Diseases 

2 

2 

B23 

Anaemias  . 

1 

1 

B24 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

B46(4) 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc. 

1 

1 

B26 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  . . . 

1 

3 

4 

B27 

Hypertensive  Disease . 

5 

4 

9 

B28 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  . 

64 

26 

90 

B29 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

16 

9 

25 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  . 

63 

32 

95 

B46(5) 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

13 

4 

17 

B31 

Influenza  . 

3 

2 

5 

B32 

Pneumonia  . 

16 

3 

19 

B33  (1) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema . 

9 

6 

15 

B33(2) 

Asthma  . 

3 

1 

4 

B46(6) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

3 

B34 

Peptic  Ulcer  . 

2 

2 

4 

B36 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  . . . 

1 

1 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

2 

2 

B46(7) 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  . . . 

2 

1 

3 

B38 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

1 

1 

B46(8) 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

3 

2 

5 

B46(10) 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

3 

3 

B41 

Other  Complications  of  Pregnancy,  etc. 

1 

1 

B42 

Congenital  Anomalies  . 

2 

2 

4 

B43 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc.  . . . 

3 

3 

B44 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortaility 

1 

2 

3 

B45 

Symptoms  and  Ill-defined  Conditions 

2 

2 

BE47 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

3 

3 

BE48 

All  Other  Accidents . 

6 

2 

8 

BE49 

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  Injuries 

1 

2 

3 

All  Causes  . 

286 

133 

419 

For  the  first  time  deaths  have  been  classified  by  the  Registrar  General  in  accordance  with  the 
International  Abbreviated  List  (B.List)  1965  which  does  not  compare  exactly  with  the  list  pre¬ 
viously  used  in  these  reports. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  84  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  crude  death-rate 
is  11.7  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  corrected  death-rates  for  each  of  the  Districts  is:  Atcham 
1 1 .2,  Clun  and  Bishop’s  Castle  10.8. 

The  three  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  in  previous  years,  Heart  and  Circulatory  diseases, 
Cerebro-Vascular  diseases  and  Malignant  diseases. 

There  were  only  3  deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  8  deaths  from  other  accidents. 

It  will  be  noticed  also  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  the  infectious  diseases  (diphtheria, 
measles,  whooping  cough  and  scarlet  fever),  which  used  to  be  the  cause  of  death  among  young 
children,  and  there  have  been  no  deaths  from  poliomyelitis. 
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APPENDIX  H 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 
RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  ATCHAM 

1.  Inspections  : — 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

Factories  not  included,  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  . 

105 

4 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  . 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Total  . 

i 

105 

4 

— 

— 

2.  Defects  : — 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

| 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

I  Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

— 

- * 

— 

(<i)  Insufficient  ...  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(h)  Unsuitable  or  defective . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  lor  sexes . 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to  Out- 

work)  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Outwork — Nil. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  CLUN  AND  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 


1.  Inspections  : — 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2.  3,  4  and  6  are  to 

be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities  . 

ii 

7 

— 

— 

Factories  not  included,  in  which  Section  7  is 

enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

37 

30 

— 

— 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

48 

37 

— 

2.  Defects — 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1 )  . 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S. 3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) : . 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Outwork: — Nil. 


25 


SHREWSBUUr 


